
SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY

Grand chief, SIR PAULIAS MATANE,  GCL, GCMG, KST.J GOVERNOR GENERAL OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA
on the occasion of the 34th independence anniversary of papua new guinea
ON THE 16TH DAY of September, 2009. 
· The Hon, Deputy Prime Minister, Sir Puka Temu;
· Members of the National Executive Council;

· Members of the National Parliament & Local Level Assemblies;

· High Commissioners, Ambassadors & Representatives of the Diplomatic Corps;
· Distinguished Guests; 
· Ladies and Gentlemen; and,
· Fellow Papua New Guineans.
I stand here today, as Vice Regal and Head of State of this independent Nation on this special occasion, first and foremost, to reaffirm our solemn, and total declaration, for this nation, as a people who acknowledges and embraces God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, and subject our whole will and dependency upon Him for His guidance and provisions over the last 34 years and into the future.

As the Governor General of PNG, and Representative of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth the II, I also offer my warmest congratulatory greetings to the Government and People of Papua New Guinea on the attainment of 34 years of political independence. Congratulations PNG... Peace, prosperity and goodwill is ours. I am therefore privileged, and honoured, to be addressing you all today.

Distinguished Guests and Fellow Papua New Guineans, 
While we can give ourselves a little pat on the back for reaching this important milestone in our short history as a nation, the next 50 years poses greater challenges for us as a people.  The important question as raised by one of our long time columnist recently, “Which Way Now Bigman?”  is not an easy question, but one that deserves our greatest wisdom and resolve?

I am often caught wondering what the future holds for our children, grandchildren, and great grand children in PNG. But while I cannot predict what exactly will unfold, and how it will occur, I believe the answer to this finite question, remains deep within us, our walk with our Heavenly Creator, and, our relationships with one another. This is not mere religion, not at all. This is historical and factual journey, similar to the Israelite children who wondered in the Sinai deserts for 40 odd years. Even entering the Promised Land, was a near impossibility for them, until Joshua took over as the leader.

The National Strategic Plan 2010-2040

Ladies and gentlemen,

I am aware of the great initiative by this government in putting together the National Strategic Plan, as well as establishing a Task Force responsible for putting together this National Strategic Plan for the next 40 years.

While I don’t have much inside knowledge of the details of this great Plan, my inner instincts tell me to inform the Task Force Members,  the Government and top officials drawing up this strategic plan, not to listen to advocates of doom and gloom both from within PNG and outside. Rather, enter a time and place of private closet and seek the vision and plan from God Almighty.  He owns this country and people, and He alone, can reveal the Blueprint for progress and advancement of this land.

I believe it’s timely to start talking about a new vision, and plan for Papua New Guinea, and commend the Government for the initiative.  But I also believe that let’s not just talk about another strategy or plan.  It’s time to start planning a comprehensive development framework for “Nation Building” .  This means the next 10 years will become critical for us to formulate a plan for “Nation Building” in PNG in the next 50 years.  A plan that is holistic, all embracing and one that caters for the simple minded villager in say, Telefomin, Yapsie, Kopiago or elsewhere in our remote communities.
Creating Enabling Environment

I am aware of the fact that the NSP has 6 Pillars to address the relevant critical areas of gravest concern in terms of our socio-economic development index. I hope that the Taskforce will have the foresight in recommending a seventh pillar for Faith based agencies. 

I am aware that roads and bridges have deteriorated since independence, while schools, hospitals and government facilities, have also reached a point of disrepair, while the world is changing fast. This leaves us no other choices but to make the hard decisions on reinvesting in creating an enabling environment. Silver, gold, gas and oil will end some day, but roads, bridges, and facilities, will remain with us if not forever.
Political and Bureaucratic Partnerships Required

Before development can occur, peace, order and security must be restored and maintained. I know of some politicians not seeing eye to eye with their Departmental Secretaries. This to me, is immaturity and has no place in public office, let alone, private business enterprise.

I appeal to those political leaders, and senior bureaucrats, to stop the rhetoric, and put the lives of 6.6 million citizens of this country first. This is because whatever happens between these two groups, will ultimately have (negative) ramifications on the development policy outcomes further down the line. We, as leaders, need to take proper account of both our attitudes and decisions, when attending to official duties. We need to remember our vows and responsibilities, to be good stewards over what God has given us in the first place.

Removing the Digital Divide

Most of us know that rural PNG is still not accessing critical services. Infrastructure, and communication, are still not reaching the 85% of our people in the rural areas, making service delivery not only non-existent but also extremely costly.

The Prime Minister’s initiatives of establishing the National Television Services (Kundu 2), and the proposed satellite project, are cutting edge technologies in communication, that will accelerate development in health and education.

The introduction of the satellite to reach out to our rural and isolated schools, health centres, private entrepreneurs, including farmers and fisher-folks, will certainly revolutionize our country.   

Consider Singapore, for example. It does not have natural resources like PNG, but look at their development Index and GNPs now. Information technology has played an important part in its progress.

Effective Service Delivery

Economies of scale and experience tell me that, no matter what the best managers do in the public sector, inefficiencies within the government and public service systems will continue to be problematic, hence, resulting in ineffective service delivery. Remember 34 plus years of ineffective government and public service delivery systems in PNG since independence, has resulted in the unfortunate mess we are in today.

My simple and sound advice to the NSP Taskforce, is to embrace Public Private Partnership (PPP) now. Time is running out for us to turn the nation around.  Enough of the rhetoric and finger pointing, and let’s get on with the job of delivering services through other alternate, but tried systems. If development thinkers are suggesting the PPP Models to us, then, what is all the fuss about? 
Commercializing and corporatizing certain public services and functions is another sure way of providing effective service delivery in PNG. This practice will distribute both the transaction costs, as well as, the actual costs of services evenly among government agencies and service users, and, in so doing, reduce the costs of service delivery. 
Monitoring and Evaluation

The NSP must, and should remain, the subject of monitoring and evaluation on a regular basis. This will ensure constant updates and improvement, not only in the coordination and management of the Plan, but also seek to address, and readdress issues and impediments. Monitoring and evaluation has proven its worth in the management schools and should therefore, be propagated at all costs by the Taskforce.

Communication and Awareness 

A part of an important change strategy, is effective communication and publicity, in order to win the minds and appreciation of the population and machinery for implementation. Such strategy is more challenging in PNG and should therefore, be given special prominence in the NSP. Ultimately, it should be viewed as the people’s Strategic Plan for Nation Building.

Conclusion

Distinguish Guests and Fellow Citizens, 34 years of walking in the wilderness is enough experience for Papua New Guinea to stock take of performance in our government’s system in bringing about development, and ensuring necessary tangible services delivery throughout PNG. However, the national government must reach resolution, and take the bull by its horn, in taking leadership over this important exercise in the short history of our nation.

Major resource development projects, including the LNGs, the Ramu Nickel Project, and other significant mineral resource projects throughout the country, will depend on whether or not the Government has the capacity, skilled workforce, facilities, necessary legislation system, transport and communication infrastructure, to enable the transaction of ideas, goods and services to the people, as efficiently and effectively, as possible.  Such a massive task will require time and much commitment of all authorities in PNG.

My only wish is to remain being alive in order to see this plan being fulfilled in the next 50 years, so that our grand children, and great grandchildren, will witness the unfolding of such vision and say, hey! didn’t Bubu GG say so?
Once again, I wish PNG and all Papua New Guineans a wonderful and joyful 34th independence anniversary, and God’s abundant blessings remain in our favour.

May the Almighty God Bless each and every-one of you wherever you may be celebrating this occasion – 34 years of political independence. 
Paulias Matane

Governor General of Papua New Guinea
PAGE  
1

