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GOVERNOR  GENERAL

PAPUA  NEW  GUINEA
SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY

Grand Chief, SIR PAULIAS MATANE, GCL, GCMG, KST.J, DDG, GOVERNOR GENERAL OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA
on the occasion of  THE HISTORY OF KERAVAT NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL AND ITS STUDENT 1947-1986 BOOK LAUNCH
 At  Kerevat National High School-ENBP
Papua New Guinea 
On The 10th Day of September, 2009.
· Hon. Dr. Allan Marat, Attorney General & Minister for Justice & Member for Rabaul Open;

· Hon. Malakai Tabar, Member for Gazelle Open;

· Rev. Amos Niba, Interim Deputy Governor of ENB Province;

· Mr. Akuila Tubal, Administrator, ENB Province;

· Mr. Damien Rapase, Deputy Secretary, National Education Department;

· Mr. Ronnie Ilam, Chairman of the Governing Council;

· Mr. Manen Kuluwah, President, POM Alumni;

· Dr. Robert Creelman, Ex Kokomo & Author’s Representative;

· Distinguished Guests; 
· Ladies and Gentlemen; and

· Staff, Ex-Students, Boys & Girls.
I stand here before you, not as the elected eighth Governor General of PNG, but because of the following: 

1. I am an ex-student of this institution like many of you here today, and thousands elsewhere in PNG and the world;

2. I have been involved in many fields of education for over 54 years; and,

3. I have been an author of 44 books, and, therefore, it is logical for the author of this book to ask me to launch it today. I am more than happy to do the launch of this history book of this good school that has moulded the minds of thousands of Papua New Guineans who have contributed, and are still contributing, significantly, to the development of our villages, communities, provinces, nation and the world.

I thank you all ex-students and staff of Keravat National High School for the opportunity to launch this big history book, about this school that had helped to shape the development of Papua New Guinea. 

(My experience at this school from 1951 to 1955)

This book took the author, Mrs. Barbara Short, about 5 years of research. Many ex-teachers and ex-students of this school, contributed to it. Unfortunately, the author is not here with us for this historical occasion, due to ill health. On your behalf, I thank her most sincerely for her dedication to put this history book together.

The chapters are based on the years of the various Headmasters and Principals. At the end of each chapter, the author listed the names of students who graduated during that time. In the early years, she was only able to locate a few student names, but in the later chapters, she used the school magazines, Kokomo, to list the graduands from the various years. She then researched, with the help of ex-students, information on what these graduands had done with their lives since leaving Keravat.

She tried to show that so many Keravat students have followed the school motto: ‘TUUM EST’ which means: ‘It’s up to you’, and have used their opportunity of having a good education to do something good with their lives and, in the process, to help the development of our country.

The story of this school, at Keravat, began in 1947, when land was set aside near the old sawmill. It had a slow start. The students and staff spent a lot of their time building the dormitories, classrooms, and staff houses, out of bush materials, and, planting gardens for their food supply. This has been a common story with many of the early schools, both mission and government.

Life was tough in those days. The Second World War had left the country devastated, and the schools, in ruins. It took years to get the Gazelle area back into some sort of working order. Australian teachers who had taught in the early government schools in the Territory of Papua and New Guinea (TPNG), before the war, had signed up as soldiers, and many went off to fight in the Middle East, before returning to help win the war in the TPNG. When the war was over, people like Frank Boisen, Harry Buckland, and Jack Doonar, left the army and returned to help set up schools in the Territory. They had the help of people like Douglas Lightbody, who came from Scotland, and had served in many places during the war.

Amongst the early national teachers at Keravat, were Darius Mamua Logo, and Ephraim Jubilee. Ephraim was a teacher before the war, and did some retraining here in 1949. He went on to be a teacher here. He later went on to become a Magistrate, and later, in 1961, he was appointed to be a Member of the Legislative Council, so, he was one of the first indigenous people to be involved with the running of this new country, PNG.

As well as teaching the early students how to speak in English, they were also taught basic mathematics and many other topics suitable for those times. But, just as importantly, they were taught correct attitudes of the mind, as these are just as important as scholastic achievement, and the two go together, and are necessary for the achievement of a full life. (Tie this in with integral human development.) Honesty, hard work, diligence, perseverance,.. to name a few.

From 1960, less emphasis was placed on gardening, and more attention was placed on clubs, and other activities, such as Scouts, Cadets, Choirs and Sports were aimed at developing character, co-operation, and, leadership skills. Later, there was the St. Johns Ambulance, and students were trained, to be First Aid Post Orderlies.

Many young Australian men, who had only just graduated from Universities in their country, started coming to work in PNG, and some came to teach at Keravat. One of these young teachers was Bill Wilson from Albany, Western Australia. He was my first Australian teacher in 1952. Another was John Bowden from Adelaide, South Australia. He was my second Australian teacher. They were only about the same age as their senior pupils, and they soon became good friends with them, and, life-long friendships, grew. They accepted their pupils as friends, and thought it was a great privilege to be able to be teachers in TPNG at that time. To their pupils, they became great role models. There were no problems of discipline in the early years at Keravat, and, any transgression was only of a minor kind, and probably, unintentional.

John Bowden arrived at Keravat in 1954. He later married another expatriate teacher and he stayed in TPNG for 12 years, and 11 of these were at Keravat, and one year was at Tusbab, in Madang. He was Headmaster from 1960 to 1965 at Keravat.

The Year 1965 was an important year for Keravat, because during that year, a group of top students, including Bernard Mullu, (who was later known as Bernard Mullu Narokobi), sat for the NSW Leaving Certificate Examinations. Some matriculated and went off to study, at Australian universities.

But 1966 was the great year of change. The school expanded with many new buildings, and it doubled in size, girls now started attending, and it became one of the biggest and best Junior High Schools in TPNG. The students were mainly from New Britain.

One of the great Headmasters from this period, as a Junior High School, was Bob Webb. He already had four years of experience teaching in TPNG, and stayed at Keravat for 4 years, from 1967 to 1970. Of course, he was helped by an excellent group of both women and men teachers, mainly from various parts of Australia. Many had trained at ASOPA, a special college in Sydney established for training people to work in TPNG. 

In 1972, the school was slowly turned into a Senior High School for just Year 11 and 12. After a year of adjustment, the school settled down into being a place where students worked hard to reach matriculation level so they could go on to do courses in Universities in TPNG, and courses in the various other tertiary Colleges.

The Staff of Keravat NHS now started to become international, with many excellent teachers from the United Kingdom, who had experience teaching in various countries in Africa. Others came from the U.S.A. and Canada, and a few from other countries such as Japan, Israel, African nations, SE Asia, New Zealand and the Pacific.

Back in the early 1950’s, Paul Hasluck, the Australian Member of Parliament overseeing TPNG, c0uld see that it would like to take ages to train students in TPNG to matriculation level, so bright, young students were sent to Australia on scholarships to study at various colleges. But over the years, Keravat High School developed, and ended up producing thousands of students who were capable of reaching matriculation level.

Changes took place in Education in PNG in the 1990’s. These changes have probably brought many improvements to education. But there appeared to be some roll-on effects which might not have been beneficial. 

Two more years were added to the Primary (Community) Schools. This meant that Provincial High Schools, in all provinces, now started with intakes of Grade 9. They were also “upgraded” to provide Grade 11 and 12, and therefore, became known as Secondary Schools. So, in one sense, Keravat National High School and the other National High Schools became an anachronism. That is, they didn’t fit in with the new scheme of things!

Secondary Schools have kept their best students until Grade 12, for the province’s own reputation. For example, in East New Britain, most of the top students were lured to Malabunga and Kokopo Secondary Schools. Hence, academic standards in the National High Schools appear to have been dropping. They are no longer places for the most academically gifted students, and, the extra specialised teachers, and anyone could attend them if they so wished.

Are the National High Schools really needed any more?

As there are now many schools offering Grades 11 and 12, the National High Schools have lost one of their main reasons for their existence. They started as Senior High Schools, and they were the only places where students could do Grades 11 and 12. There was much competition to get into these schools, and the entry standards were high. They were to prepare students for entry into the universities and the other tertiary colleges. The schools were well equipped with fine libraries and science equipment and many sets of textbooks. The teachers were generally university trained and had experiences in teaching in other countries. They were trying to teach at University entrance level as found in other countries such as Australia, UK, USA, Canada, and New Zealand. Students were taught library study skills.

Are these things going on in Year 11 and 12 classes today?

Back in the early 1970’s, the country was fast moving towards Self-Government, then Political Independence. The need for Nationalism, and the feeling of Bung Wantaim, was great. These Senior High schools turned into National High Schools were where students from all provinces were able to work together. They were important in developing national unity.

Is there still a need for schools where students from all provinces can learn to work together? Are we becoming too provincial? 

Another tragedy we face today is the number of children who feel betrayed when, after completing Grade 12, they are not able to undertake further studies, or get a job, and this is having a major impact on the credibility of education in the country.

Why is this so?

I heard that university professors are dismayed at the standard of education of their new students and feel something has gone wrong in the education system over the past few years.

Now we hear that the National Planning and District Development Minister, Hon. Paul Tiensten, at the PNG-Australian Ministerial Forum held in Brisbane recently, reached an agreement to send 2000 PNG students to Australia annually from 2010, to be trained in various technical fields and for skilling for real jobs. The agreement was to develop skilled professionals to lead PNG’s future development.

Maybe history could repeat itself and Keravat rise “from the ashes” and do the job. Keravat National High School, and the other National High Schools in Papua New Guinea, could be used to help supply skilled and trained students to replace some of the skilled foreign workers that we find the country needs at the moment.

Keravat needs rebuilding, not closing. It has not been coping well over the past 10 years. Maybe, it needs a complete “New Direction”.

From this book on Keravat, we can see that one of its main problems, once it became a National High School, was the fact that students only attended the school for 2 years. They looked on their old Junior High Schools as their main High School. There was this constant turnover of half the school population every year. It made it hard for good continuity in teaching. It was hard for students to get to know their fellow students well in one year. Sometimes the wrong types of student leaders were elected, and when riots and strikes took place, there was anarchy. The good students would get on with their work while many were led astray.

Another of the tragedies of education in Papua New Guinea today, is the number of gifted children who are denied an education (i.e attend High Schools) because their parents cannot afford the high school fees.

Intelligence is not something that belongs to the well-off. God is in charge and He apportions talents throughout the whole country. The gifted students of PNG need the opportunity to proceed with their education, no matter how well-off their parents are. The country needs these gifted students to provide the next generations of Papua New Guineans with teachers, doctors, engineers, scientists, lawyers, professors etc….

Also, many former students, who are now parents of teenagers and young adults, have been sending their children to International (IEA) schools in Papua New Guinea, or even to Australian schools, as they say the standards in PNG government high schools have really dropped. Some seem to bet on opportunities to study in Australia so their children get an opportunity to attend Australian schools.

One possible solution to all these problems may lie in converting Keravat into a Special Selective School, where gifted and talented students, from all provinces in Papua New Guinea, could study at advanced levels. Some have suggested that the school specializes in technical subjects and be a Poly-Technical High School. Others have suggested that, as it is close to Vudal, LAES and CCI, that it should specialize in Agriculture.

Maybe, it should be turned into a special National Technical High School – the courses would be designed to produce people capable of doing many technical jobs, it would also have an agricultural bias – as it is near Vudal, LAES and CCI, but at the same time, would produce graduands who could go on to the universities to continue with technical subjects such as engineering.

Its intake could come from the top Grade 8 graduates from all provinces.  There would be scholarships for the brightest ones who would do a four year course, a specially designed course, under highly qualified teachers, who would be paid appropriate wages. Surely, that would produce the kinds of people the country needs to replace all these foreign workers.

Some could leave at the end of Year 10 and go on to the Technical Colleges, and the brighter ones, academically, could stay on for another two years to reach very high levels in Grade 12. Being there for 4 years, would mean these students would feel this was their high school. There would be much more continuity and the senior students should be good influences on the younger students. If anyone played up, they would be thrown out, lose their scholarships etc. They would also need to have their fares paid to ENB from their home provinces.

I realize that the speech needs to be short and snappy, yet it needs to contain something to get everybody thinking and talking!

My suggested school would surely solve lots of problems. It would be a Special Selective School with a Technical bias – it would be a National school as students could come from all provinces. It should raise standards for Year 12s, produce students interested in technical training, improve standards of agriculture for those willing to go back to their villages and be farmers, create students willing to train in ways so that they could replace all the foreign workers.

Let the last year of the National High School finish off with just Year 12s.

For the new Keravat School, to “rise from the ashes”, it could start off with an intake of 150 Year 9’s

It will take 4 years before it starts producing Year 12 graduates. This would give the Curriculum Branch time to develop the appropriate courses.

The final student numbers would be something like-

Year 9 
-
150,

Year 10
-
150

Year 11
-
100

Year 12
-
100

Before I launch this history book on Keravat, let me thank the author, Mrs. Barbara Short, for her commitment in researching for 5 years, to put this beautiful book together. My thanks will also go to the ex-teachers and ex-students of Keravat National School for their contributions to this book, and, the development of this great nation in our villages, communities and provinces and the nation through many social, economic, political, religious professions. Some ex-students have become teachers, scientists, professors, politicians, church leaders, businessmen and women, a Prime Minister and a Governor General.

I appeal to you all to do one thing: Buy copies of this good book. If you are an ex-student, you may find your names in this book. Its contents will bring good memories of the school of the past.

(Points to speak on: News of closure of KNHS; K7 million for redevelopment of dormitories etc; Work on repairs too slow; Formation of KN+HSAA by ex students at Port Moresby; Suggest 4 KN+HSAA in the 4 regions of PNG; Donation of K2000 once in a lifetime towards KN+HSAA; Need for regular maintenance of buildings as in Aust;)

With those few remarks, it now gives me the greatest honour and pleasure to officially launch: “Tuum Est: The Early History of Keravat National High School, and its students 1947 – 1986”.

May Keravat National High School Bird, the Kokomo, continue to live, and spread its development wings through our villages, communities, Local Level Governments, Provinces, Nation and the World! Long live Kokomo. Long live Keravat National High School.

Paulias Matane

Governor General of Papua New Guinea
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